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30 young entrepreneurs Celebrate student entrepreneurship, August,
2019

30 young student entrepreneurs were congratulated on successfully completing the Student Inc. Programme at Cork
Institute of Technology, University College Cork and Tralee Institute of Technology.

PhotosCaption: Students from CIT, UCC and IT Tralee at the Student Inc. Programme showcase at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh
with the programme co-ordinators from the 3 colleges.

The Student Inc. Programme is run from June to August and set up to encourage student entrepreneurs to develop
and grow their enterprising ideas into fully- fledged businesses.

Speaking at a showcase event at Pairc Ui Chaoimh, Carole O'Leary, Programme Manager said, “Student Inc. is
Ireland’s first student accelerator programme and has been delivered in CIT since 2011. This is the first year that the
programme is branching out across the region. The expansion is being funded by the Higher Education Authority,
under the Innovation and Transformation Fund. It is a very successful collaboration of effort among disciplines
promoting innovation and enterprise to students. The impact the programme has on students is very positive with
6.6% of our 2017 graduates indicating that they are self-employed”.

Carole O'Leary added, “We know that by being your own boss you can make your own rules and be involved in every
step of the process of developing a new business. Due to this growing interest, student entrepreneurship has
become very popular and Student Ing, is there, helping to make student dreams come true to develop and grow
their business ideas into fully fledged businesses.

“We are delighted that this year the CIT's Student Inc. Programme is partnered with UCC and IT Tralee. It has been a
very busy summer for the 30 students (13 CIT students, 10 UCC students and 7 from IT Tralee) and it's fantastic to
celebrate their hard work and success this morning with Dee Forbes, Director General of RTE as guest speaker”.

Over the 3 months, each entrepreneur receives €4,000 to fund their business (equipment, expenses and a wage to
offset a summer job) and also obtain a fully serviced office space on their campus. Students receive taught content
from industry experts and regular pitching sessions, training modules cover team building, market research, design
thinking, customer discovery, business planning, legal challenges facing start-ups, sources of funding, getting the
most from your mentor, introduction to intellectual property, branding, presentation skills, creating videos and
website development alongside desk work at their respective incubation facilities at theRubicon Centre, UCC
Launchpad in Cork as well as the Tom Crean Centre in Tralee.

Students are provided with on-going mentoring and regular review meetings to check on progress of their business
idea with each student completing an investor ready business plan.

20% of the current Student Inc. programme participants are in 1st year across all 3 campuses and are studying a
wide range of courses from 1st year Biomedical Engineering to Recreation and Leisure Studies, 2nd year
International Business with Spanish and Software development, 3rd year Criminology and Craft Technology with



Business, 4th year Accounting and Mechanical Engineering, 4th year School of Music and PhD in Architecture. There
are a huge range of business ideas including a new type of Zimmer frame, a new tattoo machine, a single-handed
gun for marking sheep, a new digital music playlist, a range of festival fashion clothes and sailing mast innovation.

More information about Irish Tech News and the Business Showcase

FYI the ROI for you is => Irish Tech News now gets over 1.5 million monthly views, and up to 900k monthly unique
visitors, from over 160 countries. We have over 860,000 relevant followers on Twitter on our various accounts &
were recently described as Ireland’s leading online tech news site and Ireland’s answer to TechCrunch, so we can
offer you a good audience!

Since introducing desktop notifications a short time ago, which notify readers directly in their browser of new articles
being published, over 16000 people have now signed up to receive them ensuring they are instantly kept up to date
on all our latest content. Desktop notifications offer a unique method of serving content directly to verified readers
and bypass the issue of content getting lost in people’s crowded news feeds.

Drop us a line if you want to be featured, guest post, suggest a possible interview, or just let us know what you would
like to see more of in our future articles. We're always open to new and interesting suggestions for informative and
different articles. Contact us, by email, twitter or whatever social media works for you and hopefully we can share

your story too and reach our global audience.

Home (https://irishtechnews.ie/)

If you would like to have your company featured in the Irish Tech News Business Showcase, get in contact with us at
Simon@IrishTechNews.ie (mailto:Simon@IrishTechNews.ie) or on Twitter: @SimonCocking
(https://twitter.com/SimonCocking)
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